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potential and that mathematics and science were in deplorable condition in the schools. 
The message in this report percolated across the country and was responsible for a 
renewed interest in gifted education as well as in massive education reform that occurred 
nationally and state by state.

The Jacob K. Javits Gifted and Talented Students Education Act (PL 100–297) was 
passed in 1988. The Javits Act states that “gifted and talented students are a national 
resource vital to the future of the Nation and its security and well-being” [Sec. 4102 
(a) (1)]. This legislation reestablished the Office of Gifted and Talented Education 
(originally created in 1975) and founded a national research center focusing on gifted 
children, demonstration projects in gifted education, and efforts aimed at identifying 
and serving pupils with gifts and talents from traditionally underrepresented groups. 
In the early 1990s, the Office of Educational Research and Improvement in the U.S. 
Department of Education issued National Excellence: A Case for Developing America’s 
Talent (Ross, 1993), the second national report on gifted children. The National 
Research Center on the Gifted and Talented generated research that was used by deci-
sion makers to design and implement policy and enact legislation. The demonstration 
projects focused on developing talents in areas with a large percentage of children who 
have been underrepresented in gifted services.

  TABLE 15.2  Gardner’s Multiple Intelligences

Intelligence Characteristics
Possible Career 
Choices Examples

Linguistic Ability to use language effectively in written and oral 
expression; highly developed verbal skills; often thinks in words

Novelist, lecturer, 
lawyer, playwright

Ernest Hemingway, 
Martin Luther King Jr.

Logical-
mathematical

Ability to use calculation to assist with deductive and inductive 
reasoning; good at seeing patterns and relationships; thinks 
abstractly and conceptually; tends to be logical and systematic

Mathematician, 
physicist

Albert Einstein, 
Stephen Hawking

Spatial Ability to manipulate spatial configurations; good at pattern 
recognition, sensitive to shape, form, and space; thinks in 
pictures or images

Architect, sculptor, 
interior decorator, 
engineer

I. M. Pei, 
Michelangelo

Bodily-
kinesthetic

Ability to control and skillfully use one’s body to perform a task 
or express feelings and ideas; able to communicate through 
body language; keen athletic ability

Dancer, athlete, 
surgeon

Mikhail Baryshnikov, 
Michael Jordan

Musical Ability to discriminate pitch; sensitivity to rhythm, texture, and 
timbre; ability to hear themes; production of music through 
performance or composition

Musician, composer Leonard Bernstein, 
Ludwig van 
Beethoven

Interpersonal Ability to understand other individuals—their actions, moods, 
and motivations—and to act accordingly; sensitive to ideas and 
feelings of others, empathetic

Counselor, 
teacher, politician, 
salesperson

Carl Rogers, Nelson 
Mandela

Intrapersonal Ability to understand one’s own feelings, values, and 
motivations; self-reflective, inwardly motivated; insightful and 
self-disciplined

Therapist, religious 
leader

Sigmund Freud, 
Mother Teresa

Naturalistic Ability to understand interrelationships; capacity to discriminate 
and classify, recognizes patterns and characteristics; evidences 
a concern for the environment, sensitive to natural phenomena

Conservationist, 
forester

John Audubon, 
Charles Darwin

 SOURCE: Adapted from N. Colangelo and G. Davis (Eds.), Handbook of Gifted Education, 3rd ed. (Boston, MA: Allyn & Bacon, 2003), p. 102. Adapted by permission.


